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powerfully efficacious from the moral point of
view than the exercise of an exalted creative art,
stirring within the intelligence of the spectator
.active thought and curiosity about many types of
character and many changeful Issues of conduct
and fortune, at once enlarging and elevating the
range of his reflections on mankind, ever kindling
his sympathies into the warm and continuous
glow which purifies and strengthens nature, and
fills men with that love of humanity which is the
best Inspirer of virtue. Is not this why music,
too, is to be counted supreme among moral agents,
soothing disorderly passion by diving down into
the hidden deeps of character where there Is no
disorder, and touching the diviner mind 1 Given
a certain rectitude as well as vigour of intelli-
gence, then whatever stimulates the fancy, ex-
pands the imagination, enlivens meditation upon
the great human drama, Is essentially moral.
Shakespeare does all this, as If sent Iris-like from
the immortal gods, and The Ring and the Boole has
a measure of the same Incomparable quality.

A profound and moving irony subsists in the
very structure of the poem. Any other human
transaction that ever was, tragic or comic or